
Genetics Controversy Cards 
 
For each scenario complete the following: 
1. What is the actual issue (is it a privacy issue? is it about an individuals right to choose? etc.) 
2. What are some of the advantages or positives in this issue? (Identify at least 3) 
3. What are some of the disadvantages or negatives to this issue? (Identify at least 3) 
4. What is your personal opinion? 
5. *You must also answer any focus questions in italics at the end of each scenario card. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

!"# $ %& % '()*+, (--*+,. /.0*12 /( 3()4,
513()4,6 +.*&,37 $ %& +(14*1+,6 /8%/
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,4,.0 +5..,1/ '.*3(1,.7 >8(5)6 /8,
3%&'),3 :, +()),+/,6?
What happens to the information once
they are released?
What about former prisoners?
Should prisoners be treated the same as
the rest of us - why not sample everyone?

!@# $ %& % AB 0,%. ()6 &%1 98( 8%3
+03/*+ -*:.(3*37 C0 9*-, 8%3 D53/ 8%6 %
:%:0 %16 (5. 8,%)/8 *135.%1+,
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$3 /8*3 .,%3(1%:),?
What is the value of testing when no cure
is available? Should insurers be able to
ask this for this? What are the benefits to
society?

!F# $ %& % 6(+/(. (1 % &,6*+%) ,/8*+3
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'.,21%1+0 38(5)6 :, /,.&*1%/,6
Where is the line between treatment and
improvement? To what extent should
potential quality of life be considered?

!B# $ %& % AJ 0,%. ()6 9(&%1 /.0*12 /( 8%4, %
:%:07 K1-(./51%/,)0 $ 8%4, 8%,&('8*)*%
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3( (5. 6%528/,.3 9(5)6 :, -*1,7 = 3,%.+8 (1
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/8%/ 9*)) 3+.,,1 &0 853:%163H 3',.& %16
3,'%.%/, &%), %16 -,&%), 3',.&7 $ 9%1/ /(
3,),+/ (1)0 -,&%), 3',.&7
Should you use this service? Is it different to
select a baby’s sex before fertilisation than after?
Should we ever make this kind of choice?

KEL C53,5&3 M,1,/*+ E(1/.(4,.30 E%.63N
O(. /,%+8,.3P-%+*)*/%/(.3
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;)+ .,+$.%+'. ,+<5/,+1 .)+ 51+ 39 =>?
9,3% 5%2/4/0$4 03,( 2433( .)$. 8354(
3.)+,8/1+ 2+ (/10$,(+(6
#1 .)/1 $00+@.$24+A
How do you feel about this treatment?
Who should be asked permission?

B" # $% $ :C D+$, 34( 83%$' .,D/'- .3
)$*+ $ 2$2D6 ? 1+$,0) 3' .)+ /'.+,'+.
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Should you use this service? What are the
benefits? What’s the harm?

H" # $% $ :: D+$, 34( %$4+ $'( %D
-,$'(9$.)+, 1599+,1 9,3% ?4I)+/%+,J1 $'(
+K@+,/+'0+1 1+*+,+ (+%+'./$6 # $% 83,,/+(
$235. (+*+43@/'- .)/1 (/1+$1+ 8)+' # $%
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Should testing be performed when no treatment is
available? You have a 1 year old son; should you
test him too? How will the results affect you?

C" # $% $ !: D+$, 34( %$' 8)3 )$1
2++' 935'( -5/4.D 39 %5,(+,6 ?9.+, .)+
.,/$4 /. /1 (/103*+,+( .)$. # )$*+ $ -+'+
.)$. @,+(/1@31+1 %+ .3 $--,+11/*+
2+)$*/35,6

F)354( # 2+ .,+$.+( (/99+,+'.4D '38A
Do people's genes make them behave in a
particular way? Can people always control
their behaviour? Can we be held
responsible for our genes?
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Why might he be reluctant?
When are you old enough to decide?

&" #1 34( 2737)(> #? @$),5 @*7+, @*13$.1
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$734*).3.(5/ # ,* 1*3 34.1= # 54*7+,
4$:( 3* -.:( $ ?B; 5$%A+(/
What issues are there with compulsorily
acquiring people’s DNA? Who gets to see
the results? What are the benefits?

F" # $% $1 (%A+*'() +**=.1- 3* 4.)( $ 1(9
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How would they use this information? Is this a
matter of choice? Are there some jobs where this
is acceptable?
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How would you feel about this. Who owns
your blood after donation?
What could they do with the information?
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How do you feel about this treatment?
Who should be asked permission?
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Should you use this service? What are the
benefits? What’s the harm?
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Should testing be performed when no treatment is
available? You have a 1 year old son; should you
test him too? How will the results affect you?

C" # $% $ !: D+$, 34( %$' 8)3 )$1
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2+)$*/35,6

F)354( # 2+ .,+$.+( (/99+,+'.4D '38A
Do people's genes make them behave in a
particular way? Can people always control
their behaviour? Can we be held
responsible for our genes?
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Should these tests be made available? What would you
do with the results? What is considered acceptable
diversity? Where is the line between medical treatment
and enhancement? Consider the link between
environmental factors and genetic predisposition.
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+,75 $ )002 72($F How do you feel about this
corn? What happens when farmers become tied to
one manufacturer?
Is this any different from the Flavr Savr tomato?
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Would you be happy to eat this tomato?
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Should they go back and test the DNA and take
samples from past suspects.
Should all prisoners have their blood taken for
screening?
Are the associated costs worth the goal?
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How do you feel about this treatment?
Who should be asked permission?

B" # $% $ :C D+$, 34( 83%$' .,D/'- .3
)$*+ $ 2$2D6 ? 1+$,0) 3' .)+ /'.+,'+.
)$1 .5,'+( 5@ $ 1/.+ /' .)+ EF .)$. 8/44
10,++' %D )512$'(G1 1@+,% $'(
1+@$,$.+ %$4+ $'( 9+%$4+ 1@+,%6

# 8$'. .3 1+4+0. 3'4D 1@+,% .)$. 8/44
@,3(50+ $ 9+%$4+6 =3 # )$*+ .)+ ,/-).A

Should you use this service? What are the
benefits? What’s the harm?
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Should testing be performed when no treatment is
available? You have a 1 year old son; should you
test him too? How will the results affect you?
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F)354( # 2+ .,+$.+( (/99+,+'.4D '38A
Do people's genes make them behave in a
particular way? Can people always control
their behaviour? Can we be held
responsible for our genes?
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Who should be asked permission?
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Should you use this service? What are the
benefits? What’s the harm?
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Should testing be performed when no treatment is
available? You have a 1 year old son; should you
test him too? How will the results affect you?
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Do people's genes make them behave in a
particular way? Can people always control
their behaviour? Can we be held
responsible for our genes?
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